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What is Copyright?
Copyright means, in the most simple terms, the
right to copy a work. This was a concept that
was developed around when the printing press
made making copies much faster and more
efficient. Since making copies became easier,
creators wanted to protect their works from
being copied without their permission. Today, if
someone has the copyright of a work it means
the legal right to reproduce, publish, and sell a
work.

What is protected under
Copyright?
In Canada, The Copyright Act protects
original works that fall under the categories
of:
literary
artistic
dramatic
musical works
computer programs
performances
audiovisual recordings
communication signals
Note that it does not protect ideas,
concepts, or themes, but the expression of
these ideas into a fixed form
(paper, electronic, or digital)

Examples of Works Protected
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Literary works (paper & electronic):
books
journals
email messages
magazines
text books

periodicals
newspapers
published/unpublished
research papers
conference proceedings

Musical Works & Sound Recordings:
sheet music
compilations of musical works
songs (with or without words)
audio CDs
audiocassetes

oral history tapes
audio recordings of
speeches/lectures
vinyl albums
audio books

Dramatic Works:
screenplays
scripts
plays
motion picture films
video recordings

Performances:

performance of a literary,
dramatic or musical
work whether it was
previously fixed or not

films
radio/television
programs
choreography

dance
music
book readings
plays

Artistic Works:

paintings
drawings
maps
photographs

charts
engravings
sculptures
costume designs

Note: This list is not exhaustive, however it gives a better
idea of the types of works protected

How long is a work protected
under Copyright?
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Generally, a work is protected under copyright
for the length of the author/creator's life, the
remainder of that calendar year, plus 50 years
after their death. For instance, in 2022, the
original Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne just
entered the public domain, and is no longer
protected under copyright. This story and its
illustrations may be used freely by other creators
in their works. However, the versions created by
Disney are still protected under copyright.
There are some exceptions to this rule which include:
Joint Authorship - 50 years after the last author
dies
Unknown author - either 50 years after the first
publication OR 75 years after the making of the
work, whichever comes first
Crown Publications - 50 years after first
publication

The Public Domain
The Public Domain is basically where works go
This image is from the
(images, text, stories, sound recordings, music,
public domain!
etc.) once they are available to the public to be
used freely. If using a work from the public domain,
there is no need to gain permission or pay
royalties to use it (even for commercial purposes),
and it may be changed, altered and modified in
any way.
If you are a creator, the public domain is a great
resource for inspiration!

Registering Copyright
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There is no need to register works for copyright,
however, it is a great way to make sure your
works are protected in the event that your work is
used in violation of copyright. This shows the
court that you are serious about protecting your
work. Whether your work is registered or not, it will
still be protected, and you may still apply the
copyright symbol with your name and the year.
You can register your works through
filing an application with the Canadian
Intellectual Property Office, and paying
the appropriate fee. Check out their
website for more instructions and fee
information: https://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca
Note: The Canadian Intellectual Property Office is not
responsible for checking up on registered works to see if they
are being used fairly. This is up to the creator/owner of
copyright to report any copyright infringement on their works.
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Transferring Ownership &
Licensing Agreements
You may transfer the economic rights or your work,
either partially or in full, to another party (like a
publisher). However with a license, you can keep
the ownership, but give another party permission
to use your work for certain purposes, and under
certain conditions. These terms can be negotiated
in a licensing agreement between the owner and
the other party.

The important thing to remember is to review the terms
and conditions in the contract to make sure the
agreement is beneficial. While you may be comfortable
with them using your content now, think about how they
may be able to use the content in the future. You may
want to seek legal help, as they would be able to better
explain how the contracts work, and what the specific
terms mean for your works.
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Copyright Infringement
There are two types of copyright infringement:
Indirect - refers to those
who deal with infringing
copies of a copyrighted
work, or permit a public
performance of a work.
For instance, putting on a
production of a play
under copyright without
the author's permission.

How to avoid
infringing
copyright:
Make sure the content
you are using is in the
public domain, or under a
license that allows you to
use it. It is always best to
gain permission from the
creators to use their
content, and have proof
of this agreement.

Direct - someone does
an action with the
copyrighted material
that only the copyright
owner has permission to
do. For instance, make
copies, or authorize
others to make copies.

What to do if
your content is
being used
unfairly:
It is best to seek legal
help if you believe the
copyright on your work is
infringed upon. Also,
make sure your work is
registered with the CIPO
to show the court you are
serious about this
infringement.
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What is Creative Commons?
Creative Commons is a non-profit
organization that offers licensing tools to
easily license your work for distribution,
reuse and modification. They offer
various standardized licenses that can be
attached to your work for free, and you
can choose the permissions that best suit
your needs. Attaching a CC license is a
great way to share your work with others
while still having control over how the
work is used.

Many organizations and digital
platforms work with Creative
Commons to establish a standard
method for licensing, and to ensure
the correct use of their licenses and
CC-licensed content. Some
platforms that have adopted this
method of licensing include,
YouTube, Wikipedia, Flickr, Vimeo,
and the Internet Archive.

Creative Commons Licenses
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There are six different CC licenses that you can use for your
works and one for public domain:
CC BY: This one is the least restricting, and
only attribution is needed to use the work.
Others may use, reuse, remix and distribute
(including for commercial purposes) but
they must give credit to the original creator.
CC BY-SA: This one allows for the use, reuse,
remix and distribution (including commercial
purposes) with credit to the original creator,
but all future works using this content must use
the same licence and permissions.
CC BY-NC: This one allows for the use,
reuse, remix and distribution with credit to
the original author, but does not allow for
commercial use of the content. This is the
license I chose for this guide so that other
can use and modify it, without profiting.
CC BY-NC-SA: This one allows for the use,
reuse, remix and distribution with credit to the
original author, but it cannot be used for
commercial purposes, and future works must
use the same license and permissions.
CC BY-ND: This one allows for the use, and
distribution of the material (including
commercial purposes), in any format, as
long as the work has not been adapted and
credit is given to the original creator.
CC BY-NC-ND: This one is the most restrictive,
as it allows for the use, and distribution of the
material, in any format, as long as the work has
not been adapted, it is not used for commercial
purposes, and credit is given to the original
creator.
This is the public domain marker they have
created if you want to give up all copyright to
your work, and let others use, adapt and
distribute your work for any purpose.

What does all this mean in the
digital space?
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The digital world complicates
copyright, as it is much easier to
make and distribute copies of
content, especially in the realm of
social media.
When it comes to what can be copyrighted, many
examples listed previously would still apply once they are
in digital format, including blog posts, online articles, apps,
photos, and website content (not the website itself). The
complication comes in once the content is posted on
social media. Technically, your posts would still fall under
copyright. BUT, under the terms and conditions of many of
these sites, once you willingly post it, you are giving these
social media companies a license to use your content,
and for others to view it.
It is important to read the terms and conditions of each of
these sites to gain a better understanding of how they can use
your content. For instance, Facebook says in their Terms:
"you grant us a non-exclusive,
transferable, sub-licensable,
royalty-free, worldwide license to
host, use, distribute, modify, run,
copy, publicly perform or display,
translate, and create derivate
works of your content."

This means they can use your
content for whatever purposes
they like without paying you
royalties!

Extra Considerations
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Be Vigilant and Wary
Always double-check how social
media sites can use your content,
and keep track of how others are
using it. The best way to protect your
content from being misused is to
register it or attribute an appropriate
license, as well as report possible
violations right away. Make sure you
seek professional help from an
intellectual property attorney.

Properly Attribute

Pick the Best License:

If you've used someone else's
content, even as inspiration, it's
important to properly credit the
original creator, along with any
licenses they used for their
content. Researchers have found
that even everyday people (not
just content creators) recognize
that their content is uniquely
theirs, and has the possibility to
be commercialized (Meese &
Hagedorn, 2019). Even if it is as
mundane as a photo of their
dinner, it is important to give
credit where credit is due.

If you still don't know what
the best route for your
content is, check out the
Creative Commons
license chooser tool to find
the best fit:
https://creativecommons.org/choose/

Choosing one of these
licenses allows your
content to offer inspiration
to others, while also
allowing you to choose
how it is used and shared!

Extra Considerations
Fair Dealing & Social Media
The Fair Dealing principle allows for the use of
copyrighted material without permission, if certain
conditions are met. If the content is used for research,
private study, education, parody, satire, criticism, review,
and news reporting, then it is considered "fair dealing."
It is important to note other factors that are considered
under fair dealing:
How much is being used
Whether it is being distributed to others
Whether your use has a detrimental effect on the
potential sales of the work
Many social media platforms, like YouTube, have strict
restrictions of how much copyrighted content you can
use, or else your content may not be visible in other
locations, and it may not be able to be monetized. For
instance, many YouTube channels that review movies
only use small clips within their videos to avoid
copyright infringement, they may also show clips
without the sound, or take snapshots to avoid using too
much of the content.
Final Note: Copyright and Fair Dealing rules are different
depending on the country and jurisdiction. It is always
best to refer to the laws in which you live and where the
content is made.
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